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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1. 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 12/09/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment and Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see "Remarks", filed 12/09/2005, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 21-47 under 35 U.S.C. 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Ramachandran U.S. Patent No. 6,315,195. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-29, 30-34, and 40-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. Regarding claim 1, the Applicant does not disclose the support of the exactly 
claimed limitation 'a' and limitation 'b\ Specifically, the Applicant does not show the support 
of the first type and the second type of card identification and the control circuit that is designed 
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to work with the two types of identification card (This also apply to claims 30 and 40). Claims 
not specifically addressed depend from indefinite antecedent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entiUed to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 21, 23-46, 58 and 65-71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ramachandran U.S. Patent No. 6,315,195. 

Regarding claim 21, Ramachandran teaches a card reader apparatus for reading and 
validating information encoded on an identification card (abstract), said apparatus comprising: 

A local housing terminal (terminal) (abstract) having a display (FIG. 4, element 40), and 
also have a data input unit (FIG. 4, element 42) including an optical reader (magnetic reader) 
(column 4, lines 47-50) for reading a first type of identification card having cardholder identity 
information encoded in bar code symbols, said data input unit further including a credit card 
reader (column 3, lines 60-64) for reading a second type of identification card having cardholder 
identity information encoded on a magnetic stripe or a smart card (Magnetic reader to read 
magnetic card and bar code scanner to read bar code card) (column 4, lines 47-50); 

A processor system for receiving signals from said data input unit (FIG. 4, element 36), 
said processor system comprising: 

An I/O bus (connection lines between different operating units) (FIG. 4); 
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A memory (FIG. 4, element 48); and 

A control circuit (controller) (column 8, lines 8-22 and lines 65-67) connected to said I/O 
bus and said memory for decoding said signals received from said data input unit in accordance 
with predetermined control operation parameters in order to recognize said first or second type of 
identification cards (column 17, line 45 to column 18, line 25), and for comparing said identity 
information with correlated cardholder information (identification process (FIGs. 16, 17, 26, 33 
and 34) stored in an external non- volatile database (programmable memory) (column 3, lines 60- 
64). 

For claim 23, Ramachandran further teaches the card reader apparatus wherein said local 
housing terminal is at least partially portable (abstract). 

Regarding claim 24, Ramachandran teaches the card reader wherein said local housing 
terminal includes a non-portable stand (FIG. 3). 

Referring to claim 25, Ramachandran teaches the card reader wherein said display 
includes prompt messages for a user (prompt messages) (abstract). 

For claim 26, please refer back to claim 25 for the teaching. 

For claim 27, Ramachandran teaches the card reader wherein said card type is determined 
automatically when an identification card is present in a field of view of said optical reader or 
said credit card reader (the execution of the identification software once the enter button is 
pushed) (column 6, lines 64-67). 

Regarding claim 28, Ramachandran further teaches the card reader which further 
comprises a lookup table for storing said predetermined control operation parameters based on 
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the card type detected by the data input unit (memory that assigned uniquely for user's data for 
retrieval and identification) (column 4, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 29, Ramachandran also discloses type of signal decoding algorithm 
(produce signal for comparison between input data and stored data) (column 12, lines 24-26). 

For claim 30, please refer back to claims 21 and 25 for the teachings and explanations. 

Referring to claim 31, Ramachandran further teaches the system wherein said integrated 
card reader apparatus further comprises smart card reader (reader that reads magnetic card) 
(column 7, lines 44-46). 

For claim 32, Ramachandran teaches the system which includes multiple card readers 
located at different locations having access to said external database (Magnetic reader to read 
magnetic card and bar code scanner to read bar code card) (column 4, lines 47-50). 

For claim 33, Ramachandran teaches the system wherein said multiple card readers have 
access to said external database via wireless (column 9, lines 10-24). 

Regarding claim 34, Ramachandran further teaches the system wherein said cardholder 
information comprises related name filed data parsed from the encoded data on said one or more 
types of identification cards for comparison with correlated cardholder information stored in said 
external database (card identifier for the verification purpose) (FIGs. 17-18). 

Regarding claims 35-39, please refer back to claims 21-22, and 27-28 respectively for the 
teachings and explanations. 

For claims 40-46, please refer back to claims 21 and 25 for the teachings and 
explanations. 

For claim 58, please refer back to claims 1 and 28 for further teachings and explanations. 
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Claim 65, Ramachandran teaches the card reader wherein said control circuit in 
processing said card to determine card type processes a symbol represented in said captured 
image data (card identifier) (FIG. 19). 

Regarding claim 66, Ramachandran also shows the card reader further comprises a credit 
card reader for reading information from credit cards (column 4, lines 47-55). 

For claim 67, Ramachandran further shows the card reader wherein said housing is hand 
held (portable terminal) (column 6, line 51). 

For claim 68, please refer back to claim 1 for further teachings and explanations. 

For claim 69, please refer back to claim 67 for further teachings and explanations. 

For claim 70, please refer back to claim 66 for further teachings and explanations. 

For claim 71, please refer back to claim 65 for further teachings and explanations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 22 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ramachandran U.S. Patent No. 6,315,195 as applied to claim 21 above, and further in view of 
Terrell U.S. Patent 6,076,73 1 . 

Regarding claim 22, Ramachandran does not teach the credit card reader includes a touch 
screen signature component. Terrell further teaches a credit card reader process (FIG. 1 A) 
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includes a touch screen signature capture component (column 2, lines 1-6). Modifying 
Ramachandran' s method of card reading apparatus according to Terrell would able to enhance 
the verification process further by allowing the operator to verify the signature visually (column 
6, lines 50-60). This would improve processing and therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of the ordinary skill in the art to modify Ramachandran according to Terrell. 

For claim 47, please refer back to claim 22 for the teaching and explanation. 
9. Claims 59-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ramachandran U.S. Patent No. 6,315,195 as applied to claim 58 above, and further in view of 
Hanna et al. U.S. Patent 6,714,665. 

Regarding claim 59, Ramachandran does not explicitly teach the card reader wherein one 
or more operating parameters are selected from a group consisting of threshold value, focal 
length, gain, exposure and illumination level. Hanna further teaches a method of iris recognition 
that can be apply for ATM card verification system (column 7, lines 39-65) wherein the card 
system's one or more operating parameters are selected from a group consisting of threshold 
value, focal length, gain exposure and illumination level (column 7, lines 39-65). Modifying 
Ramachandran' s method of card reader identification according to Hanna would able to utilize 
illumination for the iris verification (column 7, lies 39-65). This would improve processing and 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ramachandran according to Hanna. 

For claim 60, Hanna further teaches the card reader wherein one or more operating 
parameters are at least two parameters selected from the group consisting of threshold value, 
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focal length, gain, exposure and illumination level (illumination and distance threshold) (column 
7, lies 39-65 and column 13, lines 55-60) 

Regarding claim 61, Hanna also teaches the card reader wherein said at least one 
operating parameter includes a threshold value (distance threshold) (column 13, lines 55-60). 

Referring to claim 62, Hanna discloses the card reader wherein said at least one operating 
parameter includes a focal length (column 43, lines 55-58). 

As to claim 63, Hanna further discloses the card reader wherein said at least one 
operating parameter includes an exposure (brightness processing) (column 54, lines 20-28). 

For claim 64, Hanna teaches the card reader wherein said at least one operating parameter 
includes an illumination level ((column 7, lines 39-65). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 48-57 are allowed. 



Application/Control Number: 09/788,179 
Art Unit: 2623 



Page 9 



Contact Information 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Q. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7424. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Mancuso can be reached on 571-272-7695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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